















ISSUED WEEKLY, § BY). 


THE CIRCULAR.- 


DEVOTED TO THE SOVEREIGNTY OF JESUS vdecdeatidhe? 








VOL. vi. 





TELE CIROULAR 


Has for its fund tal principh 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Chureh Its aim, however, 





sto give its readers also a supply of general intelligence, and painly show ’ is a revolutionary book. The 


the news of the day. 


Texms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 


Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 


Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 


Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
@s a copy with his nameand residence written upon it, and the 
simple order, * Discontinue.’ 

Address * THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y."" 





The Oneida Community 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 
Nursery Fruit Trees of choice Varieties; Grape 


Vines, Strawberry Plants, &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 








we 


Steel-Traps of the most approved Description 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 

8. Newnouss, Superintendent. 


Sewing-Silks: “Merchants and ‘Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carr, O. H. Miter, C. Orns, Agents, 


Traveling-Bags: an assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from stock. 
Merchants supplied. 


H. W. Burnuam, 
Mrs. E. Wairrie.p, 


carefully selected 


} Superintendents. 


Cravats: Satin Spring Cravats” of the best 
styles, and thoroughly made. 
Mrs. 8S. Van VeEvzer, Superintendent. 


mr 


Paim-leaf Hats manufactured aud for sale at 


the Community. 
Mra. A. C. Sears, Superentendent. 


PARADIS 


Milling : Custom work done as as usual at the 


Community Grist-mill. 
D. J. Hatt, Miller. 





®resh Tomatoes--Hermetically Sealed,in Glass 
Bottles, for family use. 
Orders in any of the above branches may be 
addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, Madison Co. N. Y. 


Wallingford Commune. 


- FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 
Traveling-Bags 

Manufactured and for sale. Address, 

a. ALLEN, . WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


ARAL RAPP LPL AR ODD DDAALLDSL. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


¥OR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 





ADRAARRARARAALINNS 





THE BEREAN;; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the es eo: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Novgs. 
Price, $1,650. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary view 
of their Religious and Social Theories. 128 pa ~ 
octavo. Price 50 cts. Printed and publishe 
the office of the Circular, Oneida, N. Y. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Norzs. Pamphlet 63 cts. 


ANNUAL REPORTS Y 2d and 3rd) of the 

Onerpa Association. Price 12 cts. 

2” Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
of the country. 

ES Persons writing to us on business con- 
aected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particu- 
larly requested to write their name, Post-Office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 





Support of the Circular. 


As will be seen by the terms at the head of this abandoned as the appropriate constitu- 


solumn, the Circular is offered to those who wish it, 
as the gospel is, without money and without price 
It is supported at present, first and principally, by- 

the funds of the Oneida Association and its branch. 

es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
yy a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
‘or it. 
ofa Fare Datix Reviatous Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummatien of Free Schools,F ree Church- 
become known, and be ated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteeg constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instanc e. 


the Religion of the Bible 


Our expectation, however, is that the idea it has come about that the Bible is a 
conservative book 
os, and Free Benevelent Societies, will gradually/sense of the word—in favor of things 
and that thus the} 48 they are, and opposed to the party of 
progress who are heaving and straining 
for new conditions, then we have truly a 


(rH ONEIDA COMMUNITY. 











The Bible a eaner of Reform. 














ONEIDA, N. Y, THURSDAY, JANUARY. 28, 1858. NO. I. 
account for. “The pee ‘pasion of and sedicale back to the Bible, we woul 


The Bible, as its whole history will 


time of its completion was signalized by 
a great overturn of previous opinions and 
institutions, and the 
Christanity on the ruins of Judaism.— 
The Bible was deeply concerned in that 
revolution. It was then embodied in 
living men—Christ and the apostles—and 
it was their testimony, as it is now re- 
corded in the Bible, that destroyed the 
old and brought in the new. It is fair 
to say that the Bible began its career 
with the subversion of the oldest, strong- 
est and most sacred hierarchy that 
this world has ever known—Judaism.— 
It destroyed a civil and religious organi- 
zation, and a system of institutions which 
had previously been sanctioned by God 
himself. Such was its first great revolu- 
tionary feat, after being launched into 
the world. 
From Judea the Bible went forth into 
the world, and overturned the idolatrous 
systems of Rome, and of the whole 
Roman Empire: and that again, was a 
revolution on the largest scdle that the 
world hasever seen. The breaking up of 
the central power of Heathenism is fairly 
to be attributed to the Bible. 
Still later, it was the Bible that broke 
loose at the time of the Reformation, and 
scattered the night of Popery from the 
face of Europe. It became the chosen 
armory of all progressives and radicals 
from the time of Wickliff down through 
the whole period of Luther’s career, and 
then of the English reformers, and so 
laid the foundation of Protestantism and 
and modern progress. The Bible was 
the real spring of the whole movement— 
the Bible, working against old, hoary su- 
perstitions and man-made institutions.— 
There was the issue between the Protes- 
tants and the Catholics, and the Bible was 
on the side of the Protestants. It was 
their armory and strength. 
So far it is plain that the Bible, instead 
of having been on the side of old institu- 
tions, and the policy of keeping things 
as they are, has been on the side of radi- 
calism. It has been constantly upheavy- 
ing and overturning old institutions in 
the past. It was the worst enemy of 
Judaism—the worst enemy of Heathenism 
and the worst enemy of Popery. 
But now what is the character of the 
Bible in this respect at the present time ? 
Does it still hold ‘the same relation to 
Reform? There seems to be a wide 
spread impression among reformers and 
progressives that the Bible is against 
them—that we have outgrown its sym- 
pathies for reform, and that it is to be 


tion of the stand-stillers who go for keep- 
ing things as they are. 


in the anti-reform 





the Bible Society, and endows it annuslly with a 
tevenue of three hundred thousen dollars. 





remarkable change to consider and 


introduction of|abolish tradition, and let loose free and 


Bible, and so dishonor their own origin ? 


Now if that is a true impression—if| It is now the best friend of the future, 
and the truest opponent of the past: 
It will have the credit finally of the pres- 
ent revolution, as it certainly has the 
credit of the Reformation and the sub- 
version of Judaism, Heathenism and of 
Popery in former times. 


the Bible, if this is the case, reverses al] 
its past history ; for as we have shown, 
the Bibie has hitherto been the best 
friend of those who were seeking to 


naked truth. It is manifest on the whole 
face of its career that it has been the 
ally of reform against old fogyism, the 
best friend of the future, and the great- 
est enemy of the past. 

There is no truth in the idea that 
the position of the Bible is changed in 
this respect. We are bold to say that 
present facts actually accord with all its 
past history, showing that the Bible still 
occupies the very van of progress. It is 
at the bottom of all the free movement 
that. is now going on in this country. 
If our progressives congratulate them- 
selves on the fact of a wonderful ferment 
in favor of universal reform, they must 
take into account that that ferment has 
arisen in a population which has been 
educated in the Bible school—instructed 
more thoroughly in that book, than any 
other nation on the face of the earth. 
It is not for us to ignore the’ foundation 
that we stand upon, or the sources and 
causes of the present phenomena. Here 
is now a glorious ferment of mind, of 
free-thinking and heroic reform-progress, 
in various directions. But it will be 
noticed that this phenomenon has had 
but a short independent existence. It is 
hardly more than twenty years since the 
Anti-slavery and Temperence agitations 
began the movement of free thought and 
free discussion of institutions and of 
morals in the land. What were the ele- 
ments existing previous to that—the 
really mother-influences, out of which all 
this heat and power of reform has grown ? 
What was the fire that roused up this 
high head of steam ? and how kindled ? 
We may say with perfect certainty that 
it was the Bible. It was the Bible that 
stirred the hearts of the people, in the 
first place, as was manifest in the reli- 


ferment of reform; and it was the Bible 
that was the original stimulus and armo- 
ry of the Anti-slavery reform ; and Anti- 
dishonored its father and its mother. 
ness in it. The men that are at work in 
them, were originally Bible men, or were 


moved and set to work by Bible men; 
and these reforms, every one of them, 


Bible. 


The Bible is a revolutionary book yet. 


in regard to the Bible. 
Constitution of Christianity ; and while 
one party says that it is an unsound 
whether they know: it or not, have been| constitution, the other party says that it 
warmed into life by the Bible, and their] is sound, and has in it the essence and 
infancy was nursed and suckled by the/almighty power of progress and reforma- 
Is it wise for them now that/|tion. 
they are able to go alone, to discard the} but a very impolitic move for persons to 
divest themselves of the privilege of act- 
ing on the public mind from the Bible— 
of living and voting under the Constitu- 
tion of Christendom. We have shown 
that the Bible has been, and is now, the 
book ot revolutions—the book that has 
proved itself to be the mightiest enemy of 
all those systems and institutions that 
have abused mankind. We claim that it is 


ask them to study the subject asa mat- 
ter of policy—for true policy will go 
with true honesty. And if they have 
lost their confidence in the Bible, and do 
not see clearly the demand that it has on 
them as a book of authority, we would 
ask them at any rate to look at it from 
the point of expediency, and see what 
claim the Bible has on them as a helper 
of reform—as an armory for all true 
revolutions, But in the first place, we 
would propose for consideration the fact 
that the Bible hasa hold on the hearts 
and minds of the mass of the people in 
this countrv and all Christendom, that 
makes it a very powerful book—the 
most powerful book in the world by a 
great deal. 
book is on the side of the owls and the 
bats, it is a very unfortunate thing. 
It renders the prospect of reformation, to 
say the least, distant and dim. How 
much more hopeful would it be if we 
could believe that the mighty influence 
of that book is on the side of progress, 
and radical reformation! We advise 
radicals to be slow to surrender the 
mighty influence of that book; they 
should not abandon their strong hold in 
a pet, and without having first a tho- 
rough appreciation of its capabilities. 

The question of policy in the case 
may be illustrated by the different posi- 
tions that have been taken among abo- 
litionists in relation to the Constitution 
of the United States. That is a consti- 
tution which many consider and believe 
to be sound—one which admits of true 
expansion into all the principles of free- 
dom, and whose legitimate and ultimate 
operation would abolish all slavery. But 
the more violent class of abolitionists, in 
the progress of their heated career got 
out of patience with the Constitution 
and pronounced it a pro-slavery compact, 
renounced their allegiance and broke 
loose from it altogether. Now look at 
the two positions—the position of that 


gious revivals‘which preceded this whole|small portion of abolitionists who quitted 


their hold and threw themselves outside 
of the Constitution on the one hand, and 
the position of the liberty party on the 


slavery, in declining from the Bible, has} other hand, who insist that the Consti- 
tution is sound and that they can act 
The same is true of every one of these| under it, and make it a mighty engine of 
reforms that has any truth and useful-| abolition. 


There is a similar question comes up 
The Bible is the 


If that is so, it is not only a false 











In calling the attention of progressives} sound constitution ; and that in it, and 


But if it is true that that. 
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under it, the army of reform ean secure 
its objects, and in the most effective way. 
To renounce the ®ible as reformers 
have done, is treachery to their own 
chosen object—it is disabling themselves, 
and giving up their strong-hold, with all 
its guns and munitions, to the enemy. 

Now any one who will simply look at 
the central doctrine of the Bible—the 
Cross of Christ, may see there the seeds 
of a complete revolution. He will see 
that nothing can satisfy the demand of 
Bible radicalism, short of destroying all 
sin and selfishness, and all the institu- 
tions that belong to them and the actu- 
al establishing of heaven upon the earth. 
That is the germ and center of the Bible 
Constitution. And all the limitations 
and drawbacks from this ultimatum, that 
are to be found in the Bible, are simply 
prudential principles that, properly under- 
stood, do not hinder the execution of its 
central principles, but help them. They 
are simply designed to avoid stumbling- 
blocks, and smooth the way of that cen- 
tral object. 

If we might be permitted to give our 
advice to the progressives, we should 
counsel every man of them to make him- 
self master of the Bible, as the first 
thing, and not judge it till he is master 
of it. For the next thing, we should ad- 
vise the army of Reformers, to occupy 
the field of interpretation—and by giv- 
ing the Bible a new and true voice in 
the world, to conquer and make use of 
the Bible House—that great arsenal of 
spiritual power in New York City. We 
claim that magnificent building as the 
strong hold of the true spirit of revolu- 
tion and reform. 


A Christian Bove-Day. 

Webster in his Digtionary gives the 
definition of love-day, und says it was a 
day formerly appointed for an amicable 
adjustment of differences. According to 
this definition of love-day, the apostles 
and chirch at Jerusalem had a love-day 
appointed to adjust the difference between 
them and the Pharisees, on the question 
of keeping the law for salvation. The 
Gentile believers had received Christ as 
the end of the law for righteousness, and 
had entered the new covenant in heart 
and spirit, and the apostles took a bold 
and important stand in their behalf, to 
prevent them from turning from Christ 
to the Jaw, which could not make them 
perfect. Paul says: ‘The law was not 
made for the righteous, but for the law- 
less,’ &c. Is not the time soon coming 
again, when there may be a love-day ap- 
pointed to adjust the difference between 
those who have confessed Christ in them 
their present and full salvation and em- 
braced the new covenant promises, and 
those who are holding on to the law of 
works, and ordinances ? We may presume 
that the truth would triumph and prosper 
asin the days of the Primitive Church. 
c. 5. 
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The Mormon Question. 

The article we reprint in another column pA 
the Evening Post, presents the most sensible and 
statesmanlike view of the Mormon difficulty and 
the way out of it for the United States Govern- 
ment, that we have yet seen. The wonder is that 
common sense and Christian philanthropy and 


It seems to us absolutely certain that} justice, have not suggested similar views to all 


every true reform—every thing that is 
really in the line of progress, (we don’t 


who have studied the subject with any degree of 
earnestness. We cannot but look upon the at- 
tempi of the United States Government to force 


admit into that category all the hobbies! a government and list of official functionaries up- 
that are going,) but every thing that is; on the Mormons against their will and desire, as 
in the course of absolute truth, will be unwise and unjustifiable in the light of reasun and 


able, if there is patience enough, and 


justice. The Mormons, in retiring to a remote 


wilderness, where they might neither be disturbed 


diligence in investigation, to find place] or disturb others in the exercise of their religious 
and power in the Bible. And the stand-| and domestic peculiarities, certainly manitested a 
still churches, every one of them, from] spirit of peace and self-sacrifice, which should be 


the Catholic to the latest form of Pres- 
byterianism, can be driven from the Bible 
and compelled to give it up. The mem- 
bers of our orthodox churches will be com- 


respected ; and to impose upon them laws and in- 
stitutions which they dislike, to be administered 
by officers who have no sympathy with them, and 
who may be enemies to their faith and domestic 
regulations, is evidently an act of oppression, and 


pelled cither to come in for a total revo-| contrary to the principles of human liberty, and 


lution, or to go off with the infidel. The 
Bible has that in it—it came into this 


the whole idea of popular sovereignty and State 
rights, which are so dear to the people of this 
country. With the domestic institutions of the 


world for judgment, and when the books| Mormons the United States Government has prop- 
are opened it is perfectly certain that|erly nothing todo. The Mormons have a right 


your old fogies will reject it, or else they 
will come to be born again. Some of 


so far as the Government is concerned, to es- 
tablish such domestic institutions, laws and reg- 


ulations a8 they choose, provided those insti- 


them already begin to murmur at Paul, tutions, laws and regulations do not interfere 
and find him too revolutionary, on the with the rights and liberties of other men and 
subject of marriage, for instance; but|communities. They have a mgh< to the privilege 


it will be very easy to show that Paul 
and Christ were on the same ground, 
and that Paul’s doctrine is involved in 
the very central principle of the gospel. 
Then if they begin to slide off from Paul, 
they will slide from the whole platform 
of Christianity. 

In the first great quarrel between con- 
servatism and progression in this gen- 
eration, the conservatives stuck to the 
Bible, and the progressives abandoned it. 
But there is to be another battle: and 


if we have any influence, the progressives 
will this time stick to the Bible, and the 
conservatives will be obliged to abandon 
it. Wecall on all honest-hearted pro- 
gressives to rally for this object, recover 
their stronghold, and fling out henceforth 


of adonting either old or new forms of society— 
either Polygamy or Agamy, or, if you please, the 
complex marriage of Communism ; and to test prac- 
tically any one or all of these systems. Then why 
not let them alone, if they live peaceably and do 
not molest others? Let their system prove itself, 
If it is false it will go to its own place in due time 
by a process of natural dissolution ; and if it be 
true, the whole power of the American Govern- 
ment cannot put it down. While we have no 
sympathy with the Mormon religion or social in- 
stitutions, and consider them a deluded and fa- 
natical sect, still in th: question between therm 
and the Government we cannot but consider that 
they have more of right on. their #ide than the 
Government. 


The course of the Government during the past 
year in reference to the Mormons, and also in 
reference to Kansas, reminds one of the proverb 
of the ancients. «Whom the Gods seek to de- 
stroy they first make mad.’ Certainly the very 


at? 


stroy all fespect for ifn the hearts of — 
—* PT. L. P. 
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A Word to our Readers, ; 

The Circular seeks the full codperation, litera- 
ry and editorial, as well as pecuniary, of all who 
sympathise with its objects. All Bible Commu- 
nists, wherever they may be, are virtually part- 
ners with us in publishing the paper, and they are 
invited to become its correspondents for the lo- 
calities in which they live. Thus, by the natura} 
progress of it» principles, we expect gradually to 
secure for the Circular a body of correspondents 
and reporters, that will make it a superior me- 
dium of information from all parts of the world. 
Well-written articles on all subjecta of interest, 
Confessions of Christ, Faith Experience, Discus- 
sions of Communism and Practical Reform, Gene- 
ral Intelligence and Itema of News, &c., &c., will 
always be acceptable. Let the Circular be the 
organ of the true-hearted wvery where—growing 
up in power and edification, with their growth in 
God. 





LATEST NEWS. 


FROM EUROPF. 

The Steamship Europa arrived at New-York on 
Sunday bringing one week’s later news. Financial 
matters were improving in England and France 
and the Bank of England had reduced its rate of 
discount from eight to six per cent. The Bank 
of Belgium ahd the Bank of Prussia had also re- 
duced their rates of discount. There was a marked 
improvement in the Manchester mills, and in the 
South of France trade was improving. Operations 
on the Leviathan had been resumed on the 5th 
inst. with success, and she needed to be moved 
only 64 feet more when the Europa sailed. A 
bill authorizing the East India Company fo raise 
a loan in England, will be introduced immediate- 
ly on the assembling of Parliament.——Shocks of 
earthquake continue to be felt almost daily at 
Naples.—tThe yellow fever has disappeared from 
Portugal, having carried off 5,000 persons. ——The 
Russians bad met with some reverses in Circassia, 
the Circassians having masacred 1,200 of the 
Russian garrison at Adekow.——Mlle. Rachel, 
the actress, Reds!\id Pasha, Grand Vizier of Tur- 
key, who has been during the last quarter of 
acentury a leading Turkish statesman and diplo- 
matist, and the Austriar. Field marshal Radetsky, 
died during the first week of the year.——The 
news from India is somewhat disastrous to the 
English. Gen. Havelock died of dysentery on 
the 25th of November. On the 25th of the same 
month in an engagemont near Cawnpore, the 
Gwallior mutineers had compelled Gen. Wind- 
ham’s division to retreat, with a severe loss of 
men and baggage, but they were themselves totally 
defeated on the 7th of December by Sir Colin 


Campbell. 
UTAH. 


The N. Y. Tribune has letters from its conres- 
pondent in the Camp at Fort Bridger, up to Nov. 
30. They state that there was much complaint 
among the troops, in regard te the bad manage- 
ment of the campaign. which had brought them 
much unnecessary exposure and suffering. The 
supply of salt was nearly exhausted, only a small 
quantity having been taken, with the expectation 
that they would obtain a supply at Salt Lake. 
It has been reported that Brigham Young on 
learning the fact of the troop’s lack uf salt, dis- 
patched a message to Col. Alexander, offering to 
supply the deficiency. ‘The offer was refused. 
Captain Marcy, with 35 picked men has been 
sent to New Mexico, for selt and other provis- 
ions, It is somewhat doubtful, however, whether 
with the mountain passes filled with snow these 
supplies will reach the troops before spring. In 
the meantime the situation of the troups is evi- 
dently perilous. They are hemmed in by the 
winter at Fort Bridger 113 miles from Salt Lake 
City, at the foot of the mountains which divide 
them from the Salt Lake Valley. ‘They have 
barely provisions enough to carry them through 
the winter. The snow was covering up the 
scanty supply of grass at the last accounts, their 
cattle were dying of famine; the entire loss of 
all their cattle before spring wasimpending. To 
say ‘nothing of the unwise and unchristian char- 
acter of the whole military movement against 
the Mormons, the United States Government, 
evidently deserves severe criticism for the -inju 
dicious management of this expedition, especially 
in dispatching the troops from the frontier, at so 
late a day in the seasun, and thus virtually sub. 
jecting them to the hardships and sufferings of a 
wintet campaign in the mountain passes of Utah. 
Should the Mormons continue firm in their hos- 








the Bible as their banner of Reform. 


course has been pursued best calculated to de- 


tile attitude and proceed to decisive warlike 


ash . 
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wieasures, the situation of the troops will be 
we of great peril. 
FROM WASHINGTON. 

‘Senos are being taken by the War Depart- 
ment to reinforce the Utah army early in the 
spring. Gen. Scott is to go to California early 
next month, in order to be near the seat of war 
in the contingency of the President’s declaring 
Utah ina state of rebellion, in which case the 
militia of that State will be embodied to act 
against the Mormuns. 

KANSAS. 

The two elections viz: 1, on the Lecompton 
Constitution, with or without Slavery. 2. for 
State officers under the Lecompton Constitution, 
have taken place, the first on the 21st of Decem- 
ber and the second on the 4th of Jan. No part 
was taken by the Free State men in the first, and 
the Pro-Slavery returns give the following vote: 
for the Constitution ‘with Slavery,’ 6,063; for 
the Constitution ‘ without Slavery,’526. Of these 
votes 3,562 are said to have been polled in a Pre- 
cinct containing not over a thousand inhabitants. 
At the election on the 4th, a portion of the Free 
State party voted for State officers and Legisla- 
ture and it is stated elected their whole ticket 
with the exception of Governor by over 400 ma- 
jority. The Free State party also voted under 
the act of the Territorial Legislature ‘against 
the Lecompton Constitution,’ rejecting it by a 
majority of over 10,000. There is said to be 
strong probability, however, that the Free State 
party will after all be cheated out of their State 
officers and a majority in the Legislature by fur- 
ther frauds in the election returns. _The Legisla- 
ture as at present reported staim/s, Senate 13 Free 
State to 6 Democrats, House 29 Free State, to 14 
Democrats. 

TROUBLES IN NEBRASKA. 

The Daily Florence Courier, of Jan. 12th con- 
tains the address of the majority of the Territo- 
rial legislature to the people of Nebraska in rela- 
tion to their Jate withdrawal from Omaha, the 
seat of government. From this address it ap- 
pears that on the 5th inst, one of the minority 
backed by an Omaha mob, dragged James H, 
Decker, Speaker of the House, from his seat, 
while in the discharge of his duties, and the 
majority not deeming legislation at Omaha safe, 
withdrew to Florence, where they are now in 
session. The new Governor, Richardson, had 
just arrived at Florence. 

--The Boston Transcript contradicts the 
statement that has lately gone the rounds of the 
papers, to the effect that the expedition sent out 
to Sevastopol by the Boston Submarine Company, 
to raise the Russian ships of war sunk in that 
harbor, had been unsuccessful, 2nd had abanduned 
the enterprise. Official advices from Mr. Lee, 
commander of the expedition, state that the 
work is progressing energetically and with no 
thought of abandonment. The company are also 
to undertake to raise the Turkish ships at Sinupe, 
as soon as the work at Sevastopol is completed. 


.-The United States Consul at Simoda, Ja- 
pan, has transmitted a copy of a new convention 
with the Japanese. The port of Nangasaki is 
opened for American vessels, tu repair and obtain 
supplies, and American citizens are allowed per- 
manently to reside at Siinoda and Hakodadi, and 
furnish supplies to American vessels. 

.-Two of the reporter's seats in the Hall of 
Representatives, Washington, it is said, are to be 
assigned to the lady-correspondents of the Charles- 
ton Courier and Boston Post, Miss Harriet Fan- 
ning Reade, and Miss Windle. 

.-Four new biographical works bearing di- 
rectly upon the early political history of the 
United States Government, have recently been 
published, viz. the Life of Washington, by Wash- 
ington Irving; Life of Aaron Burr, by James, 
Parton; Randall’s Life of Jefferson, and the 
History of the United States as delineated in 
the writings of Alexander Hamilton, by Jobn C. 
Hamilton. 

.-The season appears to be as remarkable in 
England as here. The Bath Chronicle of Jan. 
lst. says: ‘ Here we are, at the last day of the 
year, and we have not had 4 single frost. A week 
or two ago we announced the gathering of ripe 
raspberries, and ears of a second crop of Barley; 
at present we have all the symptoms of spring ; 
the other day we heard of a brood of young 
king-fishers flying about ; and somewhere up the 
Swainswick Valley there is a nest of young 
thrushes; the wvods are vocal with the song of 
black birds and other feathered choristers; the 
trees‘are rapidly coming into bud, and some are 
actually bursting into leaf, the gardens exhibit 





almost all kinds of spring flowers, in the copses 
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are primroses by thousands, violets peep forth, 
and the wild strawberry makes preparation for 
fruit by putting out its white blossoms.’ 

..-.A movement in favor of emancipation, it 
is said, will be made in the Kentucky Legisla- 
ture now in session. 

.--+ Bayard Taylor was, by last accounts, with 
his bride at Gotha. He writes to the editor of 
the Home Journal that it is his intention to pass 
the winter in Greece, the coming summer in Rus- 
sia, and to return to America in the autumn of 
1858. 

...-The statement of the correspondent of the 
Boston Journal, (copied into our last. No.) that 
the Jews of New-York had adopted Sunday as 
their Sabbath, is formally contradicted by the 
Asmonean, the Jewish organ of that City. 








An Oneida Journal. 


Saturday Evening, Jan. 16.—The evening was 
taken up with music, the parlor being transformed 
for the occasion into a concert room. Mr. Bailey, 
a mulatto music master of the neighboring village 
of Vernon, came down with his compary and 
furnished the entertainment. Mr. Bailey, we be- 
lieve, has given concerts for some years with 
success, and plays the violin with what to us 
appears extraordinary skill and genius. Some of 
his own compositions are very creditable. He is 
accompanied by his amiable looking quadroon 
wife on the guitar, and two white assistants on 
the bass viol and violin. Among other pieces be 
gave the ‘Carnival of Venice’ in a manner that 
some of us thought was not far behind that of 
Ole Bull, and even one who had heard Paganini 
expressed himself well satisfied with the imita- 
tion. This piece, it may be recullected, attempts 
to represent or suggest to the hearer the various 
sounds that come up from the crowded streets 
of an Italian city during the great holiday festival 
that follows Lent. Strains mirthful and tender, 
the crackling and laughing of a multitude, the 
creaking of wheels, the noise of pigs, asses, and 
military bands, are mingled or follow each other 
in amusing succession. This piece was called for 
and repeated. Mr Bailey whistled a tune, carrying 
three parts at once, sgnga song and made a speech, 
all with applause; and at the close of the evening 
the company separated mutually pleased with the 
entertainment that had been offered. The result 
will be at least to give many of our young musi- 
cians enlarged ideas of what the vivlin in the 
hands of a master is capable of. Mr. Bailey, in 
observing that this is the king of instruments, 
said that its ful! mastery can be attained only 
by dili rent and | ng continued practice; that it is 
the work of a lifetime tu be able to produce an 
Ole Bull tone, &c. In this view, the consolation 
of us indifferent fiddlers must be in the slow 
stepping of every day, or even occasional progress 
toward the better, waiting for time to bring us to 
the best. 

Monday, 18.—A_ visitor called near nightfall 
yesterday, urder pretense of friendly inquiry. 
IIe was a cosmopolitan he said—had traveled all 
over Europe and America, had lived two years 
with the Shakers—had been an agent for Fowler 
and Wells, &c. Yielding to customary hospitality 
we allowed him to remain: but found in the 
morning after his departure that he must have 
appropriated a pair of bouts belonging to one of 
our members, leaving a very dilapidated pair in 
their place. A ride of a couple hours, was suffi- 
cient to overtake him, and induce him to render 
back his peregrinating boot-y. To put others on 
their guard against this individual it may be 
proper to say that he geve his name as Walworth, 
and 1s soliciting subscriptions for the Rural 
American.——Our visitor, Mr. B., expecting to 
leave in the morning, invited the criticism of the 
family. It was thought that he approached the 
truth too intellectually ; that he was more zealous 
to grasp it with his mind than to yield his heart to 
it; and that he needed more earnestness of purpose 
to follow it through evil report as well as good, He 
was exhorted to seck real heart-acquaintance with 
Christ, and abandon his life to him. He spent 
much of his time while here in reading our past 
publications —a way of getting acquainted with us 
that we cannot but commend. 

Saturday, 23.—The semi-monthly Dramatic 
entertainment took place this evening. Several 
scenes from Miss Hannah More’s David and Go. 
liath, were presented. - Mr. D. gave, with suita- 
ble French cmphasis and gesticulation, an ex- 
tract from a speech by Robespierre, in the origin- 
al. The concluding piece was a semi-burletta, 
galled the Woman’s Rights Meeting, taken 
from one of the elocutionary books of the day, 
The various arguments on the subject of female 
voting, &c., were presented pro and con by an 
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assembly of lady speakers, with some natural 
episodes of an amusing character. As a serious 
ecnclusion to the debate, the following original 
remarks were added by a speaker under the name 
of Mrs. Freechurch, to which the meeting gave 
general assent : 

Mrs. F.—I will not detain the ladies long, but 
would like to say a word. I am a woman’s rights 
advocate, but my ideas of her rights are peculiar 
perhaps. The grand right I ask for women is to 
love the men and be loved by them. ThatTI im- 
agine would adjust all other claims. It is but a 
cold dismal right, in my opinion, to be allowed to 
vote, or to acquire and hold property. I want 
the right of the most intimate partnership with 
man, not in politics particularly, but in business, 
in his studies and pleasures, and in the occupa- 
tion of his whole time. I would rather be tyr- 
annized over by him, thanto be independent of 
him, and rather have no rights than separate 
rights. I think marriage is better than isolation, 
and had rather sew my husband’s buttons on all 
day than to be an old maid; but madam, if [ may 
be so bold as to introduce so unpopular a senti- 
ment, I think the grand palladium of Woman’s 
Rights is the complex marriage of the Oneida 
Community, in which man does not rule over 
wowan, but the sexes are to continue all the time 
in the beautiful relation of courtship. That is 
not a relation of rights, bzt one of generosity and 
gallantry, and strife which shall make the other 
most happy, and be most worthy of the others 
love. 

Sunday Evening, Jan. 24,—Conversation on 
disease, introduced by the reading of a commu- 
nication from one of our elderly women, who, for 
a year or so past, has been afflicted with some 
kind of malady in the head, accompanied a good 
share of the time by a violent cough; but who 
has recently experienced avery decided change 
for the better in her condition every way. The 
following is the substance of her note: and we 
might here say in passing that we shall be glad 
at any time to record such faith facts in the ex- 
perience of any believer. 

“ About 15 months ago I was violently seized 
with a distracting complaint in oue of my ears, 
attended with such tumultuous noises that it 
seemed sometimes, as if I should lose my reason ; 
and I know not but I should, if I had not been 
praying to God, ever since I believed in the effica. 
cy of prayer, to preserve it unimpaired, let what 
else would come. This difficulty took advantage 
of my weak spirit and let in other diseases, such 
as a violent cough, which soon perverted my taste 
and wholly destroyed the sens» of smelling; but 
I saw no way to help myself, and so submitted, 
knowing that vain is the help of man; but I was so 
ashamed tu be in such a fix, after living here so 
long, that I kept my own secrets to some extent. 

In this condition, I began to think seriously of 
going to Hades, and came to the po.nt where life 
and death before me were equally balanced. 1 
knew that my only hope was in Him that raised 
the dead: I began to think of sume of Christ's 
rich and infdllible promises, and could not see 
why he couldnot heal me without bodily presence, 
as he did some others in the days of his flesh.— 
I then promised myself if God would take away 
this distracting influence in my head, I would 
with his help, serve him in newness of life. After 
this, I began to see most clearly that this tremen- 
dous compiaint was not a real disorder, or an in- 
firmity of age, but an infernal spirit, and treated it 
as such for a number of weeks, and now, with 
joy be it spoken, I am almost entirely delivered. 
Oh! what canI render tomy God for all his 
benefits! Well, I will take the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the Lord to confirm and 
strengthen mein every good word and work, 
earnestly imploring him tw enable me to will as 
well as to du.—a. R. c.” 


One said that he thought much of the bad ex- 
perience of persons was attributable to the ‘hypo,’ 
—a tendency to louk too much at evil, and give 
it an exaggerated importarce. The idea men- 
tioned by Mrs. C. that ‘disease is a spirit,’ was 
dwelt upon considerably. Another said, “I have 
seen plainly of late that all the difficulties whecher 
bodily or mental which we have to contend with, 
are connected with aspirit. I think in losing 
sight of this we are the most likey to get off 
from the track, and be deluded. I know that is 
the case with me. There is a strain on us all the 
time, persuading and almost obliging us to refer 
any evil to this, that or tbe other outward cause. 
But I never get relief till I return to a clear per- 
ception of the truth that it isa spirit. In my 
experience lately I have found that the simple 
discovery of that fact seemed to break the power 
of it at once. It seemed as though the devil had 
been present in person, and had sneaked away as 
soon as the covering of deception was broken 
away, so that I could see what the truth was.— 
You may have disease of body that seems to come 
from this, that and the other thing, but when you 





come to the true cause and refer it to the devil, 





he sneaks off.” Another said, “I find in my ex- 
perience, that unbelief works differently from what 
it used todo. Iused to think, when I had certain 
attacks of disease, that I must have a turn of sick- 
ness ; but now unbelief has turned about and 
works the other way. Ihave had some symptoms 
in my throat lately, that would iead me to expect 
trouble from it, but have found it easy to disbelieve 
evil forebodings, and to expect good.”——As we 
are about commencing a new Volume of the Cir- 
cular, the attention of the Community was called 
to it, and suggestions invited. The department 
of the ‘Oneida Journal’ was mentioned as one of 
central interest in the paper, and it was hoped that 
it might become what it was originally intended 
to be, a satisfactory daily record of Community 
life. Members were urged to contribute matter 
for it, both in the way of factsand narrations of 
experience. We ought to have, in some way or 
other, a greater number of persons who feel in- 
terested to sustain the paper, by furnishing mat- 
ter for its columns, and otherwise aiding it. It 
was agreed to report the. evening meetings more 
fully ; and sometime, perhaps, we may havea 
separate department for these reports. 

Tuesday, 26.—The subject of bearing and rear- 
ing children, though second to none in interest, 
has been for various considerations postponed 
until we should arrive at it in the due order of 
things. The principles of Bible Communism look 
toward a reform as great and beneficent in this 
direction as in any other. ‘Lhe primary relation 
of the sexes is love; secondary and subordinate 
to this is propagation. Childbearing ,when it is 
undertaken, should be a voluntary affair, one in 
which the choice of the mother, and the sym- 
pathy of all good influences should concur. Our 
principles accord to woman a just and righteous 
freedom in this particular, and however strange 
such an idea may seem now, the time cannot be 
distant when any other idea or practice will be 
scorned as essential barbarism. Monday and 
Tuesday evenings were taken up with the dis- 
cussion of this subject and the unanimity of 
feeling munifested by all parties, showed that the 
Community was well grounded, at least, in the 
principles of freedom relating to this subject. 





The Crucifixion, 


City of God! Jerusalem, 
Why rushes out thy living stream ? 
The turbaned priest, the hoary seer, 
The Roman in his pride, are there! 
And thousands, tens of thousands, still 
Cluster round Calvary’s wild hill. 


Still onward rolls the living tide, 

There rush the bridegroom and the bride ; 
Prince, beggar, soldier, Pharisee, 

The old, the young, the bond, the free; 
The nation’s furious multitude, 
All maddening with the ery of blood. 


*Tis glorious morn ;—from height to height 
Shoot the keen arrows of the light; 

And glorious, in their central shower, 
Palace of holiness and power, 

The temple on Moriah’s brow 

Looks a new-risen sun below. 


But woe to hill and woe to vale! 
Against them shall come forth a wail : 
And woe to bridegroom and to bride ! 
For death shall on the whirlwind ride : 
And woe to thee, resplendent shrine, 
The sword is out for thee and thine. 


Hide, hide thee in the heavens, thou sun, 
Before the deed of blood is done! 

Upon that temple’s haughty steep 
Jerusalem’s last angels weep ; 

They see destruction’s funeral pall 

Blackening o’er Sion’s sacred wall. 


Like tempests gathering on the shore, 
They hear the coming armies’ roar : 
They see, in Sion’s halls of state, 
The sign that maketh desolate— 
The idol standard—pagan spear, 
The tomb, the flame, the massacre. 


They see the vengeance fall; the chain, 
The long, long age of guilt and pain, 
The exile’s thousand desperate years, 
The more than groans, the more than tears ; 
Jerusalem a vanished name, 
Its tribes earth’s warning, scoff and shame. 


Still pours along the multitude, 
Still rends the heavens the shout of blood ; 
But in the murderer’s furious van, 
Who totters on? A weary man: 
A cross upon his shoulders bound— 
His brow, his frame, one gushing wound. 


And now he treads on Calvary. 
What slave upon that hill must die? 
What hand, what heart, with guilt imbrued, 
Must be the mountain vulture’a fool? 
There stand two victims gaunt and bare, 


‘God and man, 





ow 





Two culprit emblems of despair. 


Yet who ghe third? The yell of shame 
Is frenzied at the sufferer’s name. 

Hands clenched, teeth gnashing, vestures torn 
The curse, the taunt, the laugh of scorn, 

All that the dying hour can sting, 

Are round thee now, thou thorn-crowned king. 


Yet, cursed and tortured, taunted, spurned, 
No wrath is for the wrath returned; 

No vengeance flashes from the eye ; 
The sufferer calmly waits to die: 

The sceptre-reed, the thorny crown, 

Wake on that pallid brow no frown. 


At last the word of death is given, 

The form is bound, the nails are driven ; 
Now triumph, Scribe and Pharisee ! 

Now Roman, bend the mocking knee ! 
The cross is reared. The deed is done. 

. * . 7 * 

This was the earth’s consummate hour ; 

For this had blazed the prophet’s power ; 
For this had swept the conquerer’s sword, 

Had ravaged, razed, cast down, restored ; 
Persepolis, Rome, Babylon, 
For this ye sank, for this ye shone. 


Yet things to which earth’s brightest beam 
Were darkness—earth itself a dream ; 
Foreheads on which shall crowns be laid— 
Sublime when sun and star shall fade ; 

Worlds upon worlds, eternal things, 
Hung on thy anguish—King of kings! 


Still from his lip no curse has come, 
His lofty eye has looked no doom ; 
No earthquake-burst, no angel brayd, 

Curses the black, blaspheming band, 
What say those lips by anguish riven? 
‘God, be my murderers forgiven !” 


He dies! in whose high victory 
The slayer, death himself, shall die. 
He dies! by whose all-conquetring tread 
Shall yet be crushed the serpent’s head ; 
From his proud throne to darkness hurled 
The god and tempter of this world. 


He dies! Creation’s sovereign Lord, 

The Prince of Life, th’Eternal Word! 
To come in triumph from the skies ; 

To bid the buried world arise ; 
The Earth his footstool; Heaven his throne. 
Redeemer! may thy will be done. 
Anonymous. 


The Epistle to the Hebrews. 

This epistle has a certain unique and 
peculiar style which renders it an inter- 
esting subject of study. The design of 
its author is evidently to represent the 
exalted character and position of Jesus 
Christ, and the efficacy of his dispen- 
sation in saving man from sin, as con- 
trasted with the weakness and inefficacy 
of the law. What can be more com- 
prehensive, grand and impressive, than 
this first passage : 

‘God who at sundry times and in divers man- 
ners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
thirgs. by whom also he made the worlds; who 
being the brightness of his zlory, and the *ex- 
press image of his peison, and upholding at 
things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high; being made so 
much better than the angels, ashe hath by in- 
heritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they.’ 

It is perhaps pertinent to ask why the 
apostle is so solicitous to exalt the name 
of Christ above that of the angels, or 
any other power that mediates between 
inasmuch as_ that 
is a point which it seems so easy 
and natural for us to concede. We can 
best answer this question by consider- 
ing the condition and habits of thinking 
which prevailed in the Jewish church 
and nation at that time. 


1. We should consider that Christ 
was born and lived right among them. 
as one of their neighbors, and that too iu 
a very humble capacity ; and there was 
therefore an abundant opportunity for 
the operating of the principle expressed 
in his saying, ‘a prophet is not without 
honor, save in his own country.’ Though 
his followers might be ever so well dis- 
posed to give him full crodit as the eter- 
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nal Son of God, yet they could not fail 


to be more or less affected by the general 
feeling of familiarity and disrespect 
which probably prevailed in that nation. 

2. The angels were the most exalted 
intelligences that the Jews had any 
knowledge of, between man and the 
Creator. The law was given by the dis- 
pensation of angels ; (Acts 7: 53;) and 
what better way for showing the infinite 
majesty and glory of Christ’s office could 
have been adopted, than by showing his 
superiority in dignity and power, to the 
angels ? 

3. The Jews were deeply imbued 
with sentiments of love and veneration 
for their law and the ceremonies pertain- 
ing to it. Therefore, with tact and in- 
genuity does the Apostle, in the 7th 
chapter, take advantage of these feelings, 
to exalt the office and mission of Christ 
by digging at the foundation of the Jew- 
ish ritual, showing the greater antiquity, 
the greater sanctity, and the more effi- 
cient atonement pertaining to Melchis- 
edec’s priesthood. 

4. The Jewish church at that time, 
evidently, needed rousing from a lethargic 
state, as we gather from the general ten- 
or of the epistle, and especially from the 
serious criticisms, warnings, and affec- 
tionate entreaties contained in the con- 
elusions of the 5th and 10th chapters. 
They had experienced a glorious out- 
pouring of the spirit of God at the com- 
mencement, had suffered much from 
persecution, and were probably, at the 
time of the writing of the epistle, under 
the stifling influence of a cold and sullen 
neglect on the part of the enemies of the 
truth, which was more deadening to their 
faith than the liveliest opposition. With 
what earnestness, therefore, does he ap- 
peal to their fears and to their hopes, 
with the object of rousing the latent 
faith that was in them. In the eleventh 
chapter, he presents in a most eloquent 
manner the cloud of witnesses whose 
faith was the glory of the old dispensa- 
tion, although they had not yet tasted 
its reward: ‘For these all, having ob- 
tained a good report through faith, re- 
ceived not the promise; God having 
provided some better thing for us, that 
they without us should not be made 
perfect.’ What a blaze of propitious 
heavenly light shines through this pas- 
sage: ‘But ye are come unto mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and church of the first- 
born, which are written in heaven, and 
to God the judge of all, and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect, and to Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than that of Abel.’ It 
seems as though the Apostle’s soul was 
full and glowing with the glories of heaven, 
and that he wished so to exhibit them 
to the view of the church as to ravish 
them with their beauty, so that they 
could not but seize hold of that faith 
which would make them ever their own. 
It is interesting, also, to notice how in 
the same breath, he refers their minds 
back to the whole thread of argument 
which he had been following, by this sim- 
ple reference to the things of Abel, thus 
suggesting to their minds the Jewish 
custom of sacrificing. Then in the very 
next sentence comes the most serious 
warning: ‘See that ye refuse not him 
that speaketh,’ &c. Altogether, it is 
the most complete and eloquent effort to 
excite to earnestness, that our imagina- 
tion has ever conceived. 

But there is one most notable feature 
in this epistle, which furnishes us a very 
valuable precedent, and which stands out 
more prominent in this epistle than any 

‘ether of the New Testament writings ; 
and that is the Apostle’s method of in- 
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terpreting the scriptures. There is a 
certain boldness and freedom manifested 
in citing and expounding the Old Testa- 
ment that would perfectly astonish our 
modern expositors. His manner in this 
particular, reminds us of the following 
passages in 1 Cor.2: 11. “For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of man which is in him? even so 
the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God. Now we have received 
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit 
which is of God ; that we might know 
the things that are freely given to us of 
God. Which things also we speak, not 
in the words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 
com paring spiritual things with spiritual.” 
Here in a nut shell, is his principle of in- 
terpretation. He tells us frankly that 
inspiration must expound inspiration.— 
His whole interior being had been flood- 
ed with spiritual light, so that he could 
see the whole connection hetween the 
different parts of the subjects about which 
he wrote, and the true application of the 
different scriptures touching it, from an 
interior point of view; and hence he 
could speak with perfect assurance con- 
cerning the signification of passages in 
the Old Testament, which to superficial 
observers appeared utterly dark and un- 
intelligible. The scriptures were to him 
like the concealed life of a tree in win- 
ter, full of buds which under the genial 
sunshine of inspired interpretation shot 
forth into the luxuriant foliage and 
golden fruit of the saving gospel dispen- 
sation in which he lived. The same 
truth is equally applicable to the New 
Testament. There needs but the quick- 
ening influence of an inspired interpre- 
tation, to make its hidden germs of truth 
blossom forth in all the beauty and glory 
of the undisputed reign of God in this 
world.—H. J. 8. 





Fruit unto God. 


In one of the Home-Talks entitled 
‘Union with Christ,’ an illustration is 
made use of which struck us as being 
very much to the purpose. The passage 
in which it occurs is as follows : ‘ When 
we come to open identity with Christ, 
we shall no more think, than would a 
tree, of appropriating to ourselves what is 
fruitful and good in us.’ It is well known 
that some trees will even bear so profusely 
as to suffer early decay in consequence, 
so that it hus been found necessary, in 
order to save the tree, to check its bearing 
by some means. We think this a beau- 
tiful illustration of what we ourselves 
should be in regard to our fruitfulness 
toward God. His life should circulate 
in us as the sap does in the tree, and the 
result be as sure as it is in the tree, in 
regard to fruitfulness, and if necessary, 
we shall be ready even to yield our very 
lives, as the tree does, in a superabun- 
dance of fruit. The more we look at it, 
the more striking and the more apt does 
the emblem appear. There is such an 
utter absence of all isolation, of all self 
secking—of every attempt to make itself 
the center of attraction. 
illustrative of selfdevotion. In this view 
of it, we might almost imagine the tree 
to be a living being. It is at least, or 
might be made, a practical help in the 
way of pointing us to what we owe to God 
—an eloquent appeal to our habits. We 
confess for ourselves, that we have been 
sensible of a touching pathos in this si- 
lent voice of a tree—and we desire that 
it may continue its wholesome instruc- 
tion. Its maker planted it not in vain. 
Bemember what was said of the tree that 
bore no fruit:‘why cumbereth it the 
ground ?? The whole of this discourse 
is most edifying, and sets forth in a clear 
and convincing light, the necessity that 
God is under, to withhold his blessings 
from time to time for our good. The 
way in which the subject is handled rec- 
onciles us in a wholsome manuer to the 
course that is adopted towards us to bring 





about our separation from the spirit of 


It is also so}? 


evil—a spirit that immediately seizes 
every good thing and absorbs it into itself, 
thereby stopping the circulation which 
would otherwise result in fruit unto God. 
Our best, our very innermost instincts 
justify God most fully and most willingly 
in his dealings with us in this respect.— 
God speed the day when nothing, no 
amount of good of whatever kind, will be 
in any danger of withdrawing us from 
him, May this emblem of a tree con- 
tinue in our imagination, vivid as it now 
is, that it may be a persuading monitor, 
whenever beheld.—nr. 8, D. 





From the New-York Evening Post. * 
A Way to End the Mormon War. 


There is something altogether anomalous in 
the relations which subsist between the inhabi- 
tantsof Utah and the general government. 
To aman, the people of that territory are 
averse to the kind of goyernment provided for 
them at Washington. It interferes with their 
theoretic principles, and is an obstruction to 
what they conceive to be the true destiny of 
the Saints. The Mormons find it as impossi- 
ble to transfer their allegiance from Brigham 
Young and Elder Pratt and the Mormon Bible, 
to Gentile governors, like Steptoe or Cum- 
mings, and the American constitution, as it 
would have been for the children of Israel to 
bave surrendered Moses or Joshua and the 
Decalogue, for the idolatrous rule of Pharoah or 
Amalek. Against this community, forming an 
integral portion of our population, and protec- 
ted by a government sustained mainly at our 
own expense, we find ourselves involved in a 
deadly and expensive war. For tbe first time in 
the history of our government, it is in open con- 
flict with one of its constituent sovereignties. 
In prosecuting this war, we have already in- 
curred an expense which cannot fall short of 
$20,000,000, and if we go on upon the prin- 
ciple and to the end marked out by the Admin- 
istration, it will cost over $50,000,000 besides 
multiplying to a fearful extent the sect which 
it aims to extirpate. 

In view of these facts, ought we not to pause 
and consider whether we are acting wisely, 
whether we are acting prudently, whether we 
are acting in harmony with the principles of 
popular are upon which this govern- 
ment is based ? e will not say that we are 
not ; we will not say that the Mormon heresy 
ought not to be extirpated, or that their re- 
bellious leaders ought not to receive exemplary 
punishment ; but is it not barely possible that 
we are taking precisely the course best caleu- 
lated to aggravate the fanaticism we deplore ? 
and do not the principles upon which this gov- 
ernment was founded, and the precedents by 
which it has been conducted, indicate a differ- 
ent policy? Let us see: 

I. Asa nation, we profess to recognise the 
principle that the government is made for man, 
and not man forthe government ; that the people 
have a right to govern themselves in their own 
way, and that the forms and restrictions pre- 
ferred by a majority are best adapted to tke 
comfort and prosperity of the whole. 

II. Utah is occupied exclusively by Mor- 
mons and Indians. Besides them, there is, we 
believe, no permanent population, certainly not 
enough to entitle them to a territorial govern- 
ment. 

III. The Indians desire no government, and 
the Mormons have already one of the most per- 
fect organizations for all their political pur- 
poses in the world. In no country is life and 

roperty better, if as well protected, as at Salt 

ake ; in none does the government harmonize 
so entirely with the tastes and necessities of the 
eople. This is the unanimous opinion of all 
who have had the best means of studying their 
organization. 

IV. The government imposed upon them by 
the United States, though much wiser in the 
eyes of most Americans, and better suited to 
an enlightened community, does not suit these 
people. They prefer a Saint for their governor 
to any Gentile in Christendom ; they prefer a 
judiciary of Divine appointment to a judi- 
ciary of Mr. Buchanan’s appointment; they 
prefer inspired legislation to the legislation of 
Congress. All these preferences they think 
are secured to them under the administration 
of Brigham Young. They feel they would be 
denied them all, under the rale of Governor 
Cummings. Now the question is, whether we 
have any right, and if we have a right, whether 
we have any inducement to compel these peo- 
ple to submit toa rule which is not only not 
their choice, but which their religion condemns. 
Itis not clear tous that we have either. Here 
in the East, we insist upon the privilege of 
making our own laws and selecting our rulers. 
Why should not the Mormons do the same, so 
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cism does not circumscribe any of our rights ? 
—and we do not see that they do, in the least. 

Why should we be at the expense of fur- 
nishing a government for Utah, and of sus- 
taining it with an army at an annual expense 
of millions, if it is, after all, not only not 
such a government as is acceptable to the peo- 
ple of that territory, but on that very aceount 
is not such a government as we have always 
claimed the privilege of enjoying for ourselves 7 
If the people of Utah prefer to take care of 
themselves; if they do not ask or need our 
Eciestien ; if they are prevented by their re- 

igion from submitting to the cflices we put up- 
on them, why should we be at the expense of 
furnishing them protection and public officers ? 
We gain nothing by it, unless an excuse for 
enlarging our army and running the nation in 
debt twenty or thirty millions of dollars, be 
regarded, as it doubtless will be, by some, as a 
gain. The nation at large, however, will hard- 
ly look upon such results with favor, especially 
when they come to reflect that the blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the pagan as well as of 
the Christian church, and that every drop of 
Mormon blocd spilled in defence of their reli- 
gion and rights of self-government, will make 
the soil on which it falls swarm with Mormons, 
and in another year, where they now number 
hundreds, they will number thousands. 

In view of all these circumstances, is not the 
wisest and most statesmanlike course we can 
pursue, to withdraw our troops, repeal the 'Ter- 
ritorial law of Utah, and restore the inhabit- 
ants to the unorganized and lawless state from 
which they were taken by the Territorial act of 
1850? They will then have no laws but of their 
own making, no rules but of their own choos- 
ing, and no enemies but for their own fighting. 
We shall be released from an expensive war ; 
from the responsibilities of a distant and ex- 
pensive government of no earthly advantage to 
us, and for which nobody thanks us. We will 
convert those people into important allies in 
prosecuting our trans-continental commerce 
with the Pacific, and in openirg steam and 
electrical communication with California. 

There are but two imaginable objections to 
this course. The first is, that if we abandon 
the war, we allow polygamy and its adulterous 
enormities to spread and take root upon 
American soil, and, secondly, we bring dis- 
credit upon the American arms. As to the 
first objection, it will be enough to quote what 
Gamaliel said to the Pharisees on the trial of 
Peter and the other Apostles : 

** Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what 
you intend to do as touching these men. For before 
these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be 
somebody ; to whom a number of men, about four 
hundred joined themselves: who was slain, and all 
as many as obeyed him were scattered and brought 
to nought. 

‘* After this man rose up Judas of Galilee, in the 
days of Taxing, and drew away much people after 
him: he also perished; and all even as many as 
obeyed him, were dispersed. 

‘‘And now I say unto you, refrain from these men, 
and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work 
be of men, it will come to nought; but if it be of 
God ye cannot overthrow it ; lest haply ye be found 
even to fight against God-” Acts 5: 35—40. 

Gamaliel’s advice is just as applicable to the 
Pharisees of our day as to those of his own.— 
If the Mormon superstition be of men, it will 
in due time come to nought—Brigham Young, 
in the course of time, will pass to his account ; 
before that, perhaps his followers will be di- 
vided in opinion or alienated from him. A 
thousand things may happen in God’s good 
time to dispel the delusion which enslaves them, 
and when emancipated they will be our allies ; 
they will have built up perhaps a large and 
wealthy community in the desert, and removed 
obstacles to the progress of our civilization west- 
ward, which may standin greater need than 
we now suspect of just such assistance as ma 
be rendered by a Ls a organized by fanati- 
cism, under a ruler whose will is Jaw and whose 
service is perfect obedience. How much bet- 
ter then, when the day of their deliverance 
comes, that they be our friends than our ene- 
mies—that their intercourse with us be asso- 
ciated with pleasant memories and not with 
bloody traditious and armed strife ! r 

As for discrediting our arms by abandoning 
Utah, it will be time enough to meet that ob- 
jection when any press can be found ignorant 
enough to doubt the ability of our goverpment 
to execute judgment upon the Mormons. The 
disparity of force is such between us and them, 
that the prosecution of the war is no evidence 
of valor, while the abandonment of it would 
illustrate some of the rarest and brightest of 
national as well as individual virtues—magpa- 
nimity toward our enemies, faith in the ulti- 
mate triumph of truth, and perfect reliance 
upon the great principles of religious tolera- 
tion, upon which all good government reposes. 
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